
HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC PARISH OF MARY, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH, 

MOUNT JOY, PA 
 

 

Mary, Mother of the Church parish in Mount Joy, PA was formed in 1995 by the merger of the parish in 

Marietta, PA, (Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church), and the parish then in Mount Joy, PA, 

(Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church).  Both of these parishes had a long history, and to 

understand the history of Catholicism in the Mount Joy and Marietta areas, one must also know the story of 

each of these “predecessor” parishes. 

 

Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Marietta, PA 

 

One of the parishes merged to create Mary, Mother of the Church Parish in Mount Joy, PA, was 

Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Marietta, fondly called St. Mary’s.  

 Long before the establishment of the town of Marietta (1812), Catholics living in the area were 

served by Jesuit priests from St. Mary’s in Lancaster and traveling priests enroute from Maryland to 

Philadelphia.  When St. Peter’s Parish in Columbia was established (1828), Marietta was part of its territory. 

 In 1867, a group of prominent Marietta citizens, including Samuel Haldeman, purchased a tract of 

land to establish a church in Marietta under the name “St. Mary’s”.  That same year, the deed was transferred 

to the Rt. Rev. James F. Wood, Bishop of Philadelphia.  On November 4, 1869, the Rt. Rev. Jeremiah F. 

Shanahan, who had been consecrated the previous year as the first Bishop of Harrisburg, performed the rite 

of the laying of the cornerstone. 

 The Catholics of Marietta continued to raise monies for the construction of their church.  On May 7, 

1871, the basement chapel was completed, and it was dedicated by Bishop Shanahan with the celebration of 

its first Mass.  The basement church was used for Mass until 1890, when the remainder of the church 

building was completed.  

 In 1887, Father Philip McLaughlin was made the first resident priest.  He rented a room in the home 

of Leonard Ziegler and concentrated on completing the church.  His dream was realized in 1890 when 

Bishop McGovern dedicated the church.  The rectory was completed in 1896.  

 The first baptism recorded at St. Mary’s was that of Mary Shillow, October 29, 1889.  The first 

marriage was that of Cornelius J. Carney and Sarah Albright on April 30, 1895.  Prior to these dates, records 

for Marietta residents were kept at St. Peter’s. 

 The parish in Marietta was constantly changing in number and nationalities of its members.  When 

founded, most parishioners were Irish and German.  Because of the importance of Marietta as a center for 

canal boats and loggers, many transients visited the church.  Marks from the loggers’ boots were still visible 

on the wooden floor of the church when it was closed in 1995. 

 When the quarries in the Billmeyer area opened, Polish, Lithuanian and Slovak families moved to the 

area.  During World War II, an Army transportation depot was established west of town.  Army and later Air 

Force personnel attended the parish.  

 St. Mary’s parish served the mission at Billmeyer until the end of World War II.  Safe Harbor and 

Bainbridge were missions of the parish until the early twentieth century.  When the Safe Harbor mission 

closed, its Stations of the Cross, blessed by St. John Nepomucene Neumann, were installed in the Marietta 

church.  Those Stations now reside at Lancaster Catholic High School. 

 A parochial school was opened on September 2, 1873, for seventy-five children under the care of the 

Sisters of Charity.  After six months the school closed, no doubt due to the economic depression of that year.. 

Children from Marietta walked to Columbia to attend Holy Trinity or St. Peter’s school.  It wasn’t until after 

World War II that transportation was provided for the children.  The Sisters of Saint Francis, Adorers of the 

Precious Blood of Christ and laity taught religious education classes over the years for those children who 

attended public schools. 

 Over the years, the size and composition of the parish changed.  One thing that remained constant 

was its love for and dedication to Our Lord and His blessed Mother.  In 1993, Bishop Datillo recommended 



merging St. Mary’s with the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary parish in Mount Joy.  The weekend of 

November 2, 3 and 4, 1994, the parish celebrated 125 years of continuing the Catholic faith in the Marietta, 

East Donegal and Conoy townships.  Parishioners, faced with the prospect of losing their beloved parish, 

endowed a scholarship at Lancaster Catholic High School so that the name of Presentation Parish would live 

on through the education of a child from the new parish. 

 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Mount Joy, PA 

 

 Shortly after the establishment of Presentation Parish in Marietta, Monsignor Anthony F. Kaul, then 

pastor of Saint Anthony’s Church in Lancaster, founded the mission church of Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary in Mount Joy, PA.  Like Presentation Parish, Assumption was also commonly referred to as 

“Saint Mary’s”.  The earliest family names recorded included Rohm and Troutwine. 

The first services were conducted in the home of Joseph Nobs.  In the spring of 1879, a two-story 

brick building was erected at the intersection of New Haven and David Streets.  On October 12, 1879, 

Bishop John W. Shanahan dedicated the church.  The original structure had a chapel on the first floor.  The 

second floor served as a social hall, classroom and residence.  

In November 1881, the mission was transferred to the care of Saint Peter’s in Elizabethtown.  It 

remained a mission of Saint Peter’s until 1976. 

Fire damaged the church building in 1920.  As part of the renovations, the second floor was removed, 

the sanctuary was enlarged and new stained glass windows were installed.  In 1921, a second cornerstone 

was laid upon the completion of the renovations. 

Throughout the years, the congregation of St. Mary’s grew and changed.  One thing that did not 

change was their dedication to Our Lord.  

In 1968, a structural evaluation of the church building was conducted.  Several serious problems were 

noted and temporary repairs were made.  The congregation was advised to consider abandoning the building 

in future years. 

The Diocese of Harrisburg recommended a building program be considered.  In 1972, a nine and one-

half acre site along Union School Road was purchased.  The purchase was made possible through a bequest 

from the estate of Mrs. Frances M. Frank.  On January 29, 1977, a Building Fund was initiated.  Members of 

the mission, determined to remain a worshipping community, set out to raise the funds needed for a new 

church building. 

December of the same year brought heartbreaking news to the congregation.  Their beloved church 

building was found to be structurally unsafe, and was to be closed.  For the first time in 98 years, the Blessed 

Sacrament would be missing in Mount Joy.  Members of St. Mary’s in Mount Joy then temporarily 

worshipped God with the Marietta parish, Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

Although they were lovingly welcomed in Marietta, the congregation anxiously anticipated their 

return to Mount Joy.  A “Festival of Joy” was held on April 22, 1978.  An auction raised funds for a new 

church.  Many pieces of memorabilia from the original church were offered to interested individuals.  

In August of the same year, the church building at New Haven and David Streets was razed.  Two 

months later, on October 25, church members stood in the bare cornfield on Union School Road to break 

ground for their new church and parish center! 

Ninety-seven families helped to raise the funds needed for the new church.  Unusually cold winter 

weather slowed construction.  High winds on March 24, 1979, caused another setback when five arches of 

the church were destroyed.  Thankfully, there were no injuries. 

August 15, 1979, the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, saw the celebration of 

Mass for the first time in the new church.  Bishop Joseph T. Daley dedicated the church, assisted by 

Associate Bishop William Keeler.  The mission church was also raised to the status of “parish”.  Father 

Victor Maksimowicz was appointed pastor of the new parish. 

After worshiping in a small building that seated 70 people and that had no parking area, the new 

building looked like a cathedral to the parishioners.  The new church seats 325 people and provided space in 



the narthex for parishioners to gather and socialize after Mass instead of standing outside in all kinds of 

weather, as they had to do at the old church which had only a tiny foyer. 

Cost for the parish center was $350,000.  The congregation got right to work at paying off their new 

building through fundraising dinners and Christmas bazaars.  It was a struggle and at times, Father Victor 

took no salary in order to help.  Anne Milanof, former church organist, willed the parish a substantial amount 

of money, which was used to pay off the mortgage.  

 

Mary, Mother of the Church ParishMount Joy, PA 

 

During the years 1978 to 1991, both St. Mary’s (Assumption and Presentation) were cared for by the 

Conventual Franciscans, Order of Friars Minor.  Because friars are to live in community, pastors for both 

parishes lived at the rectory in Marietta.  When the phone was answered, callers were greeted with, “A and P 

rectory”. Father Tim Pasek, the last friar to serve, covered both parishes. 

In 1991, the parishes were given to the custodial guardianship of the Norbertine Order.  Father David 

Lawlor was named pastor.  Caring for two congregations was difficult and Fr. Lawlor asked to be relieved of 

one of them.  Father Lawrence Coakley, from Holy Trinity Parish in Columbia, was named as administrator 

of the Marietta parish. 

In 1993, Bishop Datillo recommended merging the two parishes. The following February, the 

announcement was made that the merger would take place that summer.  On July 2, 1995, Father Paul 

Rindos was installed as pastor of the new parish dedicated to Mary, Mother of the Church.  He reminded 

those at the Mass “The Church is people, not a place, not a building.” “From now on, we’re just one. Now 

we begin to plan for the future.” 

The history of Mary Mother of the Church is still being written.  As of August, 2013, the parish had 

grown to include 1470 souls. 

  

 


